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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


There was a registration of over 3000 at the 5th annual conference of the A. L. A. in Chicago, 
October 16-21. The large ball room was crowded at the general sessions which were of sufficient 
interest to compete successfully with the Century of Progress close by. _An unusual feature was 
the presence of delegates from fourteen foreign countries, including China, Japan, Mexico, and 
New Zealand, besides the chief European countries. 

These distinguished guests were presented by President Lydenberg before his opening address 
at the first general session. Mr. Lydenberg said that ‘new hours of leisure have brought many 
new readers into the public library. re 

“Our whole educational system has been aimed at action; now we are adjusting to a new system 
of leisure. 

“Books in economic and industrial upheavals,” he said in answering those who would curtail 
library facilities as a measure of economy, “are as necessary and as helpful as medicine in the time 
of epidemic and pestilence. 

“That ‘man shall not live by bread alone’ is as true today as when the Teacher quoted it 1,900 
yearsago. We insist the library is no luxury, that it is an essential part of the life of the community.” 

At the International program, whose general topic was Society’s Interest in the Preservation 
and Use of Books and Libraries, the European point of view on American libraries was put forward 
in scholarly papers by three of the foreign delegates:—Monsignor Tisserant of the Vatican Library; 
Isak Collijn, of the Royal Library of Stockholm; and Arundell Esdaile, secretary of the British 
Museum. 

_ In his address on ““A New Trend in Education,” at the 3rd general session, George F. Zook, 
U.S. commissioner of education said that “Increased opportunities for adult education are needed 
in order that persons in all walks of life may adjust themselves to the complexities of the modern 
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world. 

“TI do not believe we can rely solely on the 
work of the schools devoted exclusively to 
children to prepare one generation to face the 
problems of the next. We must educate adults 
to the new social problems facing us.” 

One of the most inspiring addresses of the 
whole conference was given by Howard Mum- 
ford Jones, professor of English, University of 
Michigan on ‘‘The Place of Books and Reading 
in Modern Society.”’ After a humorous criticism 
of the kind of reading the public in general 
wants, which must have “snap, speed, action 
and above all, brevity,” he made a serious plea 
(1) for reading for pleasure, for the pure fun 
it affords; (2) for the improvement to be gained, 
and (3) for the liberal mind, which is only 
obtained through freedom ‘to read and discuss. 
In closing he said that “‘libraries and the ability 
to read books are fundamental guardians of 
popular liberty in a diseased and desperate 
world.” 

He was followed by a charming talk on ‘‘The 
Library as an Author Sees It,” by Hervey 
Allen, author of Anthony Adverse. 

After paying tribute to American libraries 
which he had used, he turned to the subject of 
modern literature, and observed, ‘““The American 
public is not as modern or as hurried as it likes 
to believe. Our greatest American types are 
not highly-strung and nervous. If one looks 
back a little bit one can select books that 
show what this unhurried American. public 
likes and wants. In place of what it wants it 
has been handed psychological documents on 
various abnormal states, and I believe it is 
thoroughly fed up with them. I believe that 
in a certain way what we know as modernism 
in literature, has suddenly become quite old- 
fashioned.” 

At the final session Saturday afternoon fol- 
lowing the presentation of new officers, the 
conference closed with a delightful, informal 
talk by Frederick P. Keppel, president of the 
Carnegie Corporation on ‘The Responsibility 
of Writers, Publishers and Librarians in Pro- 
moting International Understanding,” leaving.us 
with a broad world-view of our responsibilities. 
He said, “The printed page may have its power- 
ful rivals for man’s attention, but it still remains 
the most direct influence upon his thinking, 
and in spite of propaganda, on the whole the 
most reliable.” 


Section and Group Meetings 


The library’s part in the new deal, the effects 
of the depression and its resulting unemploy- 
ment, including unemployment of librarians, 
the increase in leisure time and new emphasis 
on adult education were studied from various 
points of view by different sections and groups. 

The Council led off on Monday morning with 
a panel discussion on Libraries and National 
Recovery, in which the government’s relation 
to the library, the consumer’s (reader’s) and 
producer’s (librarian’s) relations to the library 
were considered. The panel discussion was 
much in vogue at this conference and resulted 
in an informality and freedom which was 
stimulating, although definite conclusions were 
not always agreed upon. 

At a joint open meeting of the Board on the 
Library and Adult Education with the Library 
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Extension Board, for state library extension 
workers, a panel discussion on Rural and State. 
wide Adult Education and the Library was Jed 
by Benson Y. Landis, executive secretary 
American Country Life Association. The dis. 
cussion naturally led to the County library ag 
the best opportunity to tie in with all offorts 
for rural adult education. 

Librarians must sell the county library ideg 
to lay leaders, but leave to them the arousing of 
interest. More contacts are needed with various 
agencies interested in rural life such as the Farm 
Bureau and Farm papers. 

The Publicity Institute held on Saturday 
preceding the conference devoted the morning 
to a panel discussion of the question Is Adequate 
Financial Support for Libraries Possible? Ip. 
portant points emphasized were that we must 
call upon the users of the library to prove that 
it is socially useful, that more logical standards 
should be set, and a more definite statement of 
functions. More attention is being given to 
public expenditures, appropriating bodies are 
more discriminating than ever, and the tax 
system needs a thorough revision. 

Steps toward achieving the objective were 
presented in the afternoon in papers by Elizabeth 
Smith, chairman, A. L. A. Publicity Committee 
on ‘‘Methods Used in Measuring Results and 
Informing the Community,” ‘Relations with 
Citizens’ Organizations and Government Off- 
cials,” by Clarence E. Ridley, executive director, 
International City Managers’ Association and 
the “Graphic Presentation of Facts,” by T. T. 
Weldon, an expert on graphs. Excellent 
advice offered by Mr. Ridley was that librarians 
should keep in touch with publications in the 
field of municipal administration, keep in close 
relation to public officials and not limit contacts 
to submitting the budget. Submit an exact 
estimate of costs and future needs. 

Mr. Weldon illustrated his talk on the black- 
board and drew largely on the excellent graphs 
in Current Problems in Library Finance, 
published by the A. L. A. 


Section For Library Work With Children 


Della McGregor, Chairman of the Section, 
presided at the business meeting when reports 
of committees were presented. Eugenia Brunot 
of the Book Evaluation Committee reported 
that the following lists, published by the A. L. 
A. had been revised and brought up to date:— 
Books for the Pre-School Child, Stories of 
American Life, Readers and Primers. 

Letha Davidson, Chairman of the Book 
Production Committee, discussed the traveling 
exhibit which was successfully tried in four 
states. Through the cooperation of the pub- 
lishers who loaned the books, and the library 
commissions which circulated them, children’s 
librarians in smaller libraries were able to see 
and evaluate the newer books. The report of 
the Committee on Professional Training, Helen 
Ingersoll, Chairman, concluded with the state- 
ment that the “children’s librarian has need of 4 
broad general education, sound _ professional 
training and a strong personality.” The Inter- 
national Committee, Ruth A. Hill, Chairman, 
reported the compilation of a list of all foreign 
children’s books which have been transla 
into English. 
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The Section agreed to co-operate with the School Libraries Section; Perrie Jones, who 
American Association for Advancement of hee omy in the round table for Institution 
Science in preparing lists for young people libraries; S. D. —— Minneapolis Bar As- 
similar to the 27 science lists already printed sociation, president American Association of 
for adults. : Law Libraries; Della McGregor, chairman 

On Tuesday afternoon, with Mary Gould Section for Library Work with Children; Tsabel 
Davis presiding, the topic of discussion was McLaughlin, chairman, Nominating Committee, 
“Radio Programs for Children” in which the Section for Library Work with Children; Helen 
various speakers commented on successful K. Starr, Hill Reference Library, Catalog 
experiments in cooperating with local broad- Section for large libraries, and College and 
casting stations. While practicable suggestions Reference Section; Carroll P. Streeter, Field 
for improving the quality of commercial pro- editor, Farmer’s Wife, St. Paul, who took part 
grams for children have not been forthcoming, in the panel on Rural and State-wide Adult 
proadeasters and educators stand ready to Education and the Library; F. K. Walter, 


cooperate with each other. _ ; secretary of the American Library Institute and 
Wednesday’s afternoon session opened with chairman of Periodicals Section. 
a talk by Dr. Caroline Hedger on “Factors Officers elected for the coming year are: 


That Must Be Reckoned with in Health Stan- President—Gratia A. Countryman, librarian, 
dards.” Along with their concern about the Minneapolis Public Library; 1st Vice-president 
health of children, Dr. Hedger maintained that —Louis R. Wilson, dean, University of Chicago, 
children’s librarians should look to their own Graduate Library School; 2nd Vice-president— 
health, posture and dress if they want to have Ralph Munn, director, Carnegie Library, 
the proper influence over their young patrons. Pittsburgh. Matthew S. Dudgeon, librarian, 
Mary Ellen Chase spoke on “A Goodly Heri- Milwaukee Public Library was re-elected treasur- 
tage’ and analyzed the lasting qualities of er, and Milton J. Ferguson, Brooklyn and 
Thomas Day’s “Sanford and Merton.” ‘“Ad- Chalmers Hadley, Cincinnati were made mem- 
ventures of a Publisher of Children’s Books’ bers of the Executive Board. 

was the subject of May Massee’s talk in which The next meeting will be held in Montreal, 
she gave intimate views of authors and illustra- June 25-30, 1934. 

tors whom she has met, and deplored the 
tendency of makers of readers to weaken certain 
charming stories by the elimination of words STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES* 
which do not appear in approved word lists. : 

Mary Gould Davis’ address on ‘Children’s Adopted October, 1933, by the Council of 





Books in Geneva’ revealed the fascinating the American Library Association 
collections sent by the various countries, the a : A 
fine showing of books from the U. S. and the The public library is maintained by a demo- 


importance of supporting the work of the cratic society in order that every man, woman 
International Committee. The presentation of | and child may have the means of self-education 
the Newbery Medal to Mrs. Elizabeth Foreman and recreational reading. The library provides 
Lewis for her book “Young Fu” was an un- materials for education, and advice in their use. 
usually gala and dramatic occasion. Mr. It diffuses information and ideas necessary to 
Frederic G. Melcher, donor of the medal, was the present welfare and future advancement of 


able for the first time in three years to attend in & community. It strengthens and _ extends 
person the ceremony of awarding it. appreciation of the cultural and spiritual values 


At the Newbery dinner on Wednesday . of life. It offers opportunities for constructive 
evening, Mrs. Lewis shared honors with Hervey — use of the new leisure. It serves all ages and all 
Allen and Jeanette Eaton. Other guests of classes. 
honor were illustrators and authors of children’s Reasonably adequate library service includes 
books. Elsa Jemne, illustrator of Marie Ham- 4 main library with reading room facilities; 
sun’s recently published ‘Norwegian Farm;’ special provisions for children; lending, reference 
Emma Brock, author and illustrator of ‘“‘Run- and periodical collections adequate to the needs 
away Sardine” and ‘The Hen Who Kept of the community; a professional staff of high 
House; Rose Sackett, author of “Cousin from quality and adequate number; and such branches 
Clare;’ Mrs. Carol Brink, children’s poet and and other distributing agencies as the area and 
short story writer, were guests from Minnesota. topography of the city may require. The book 

The Children’s Section concluded its sessions collection must be well cataloged, so that the 
at a joint meeting with the School Libraries needed book can be found easily, and such 
Section. Speakers for the Children’s Section lending records established as to provide easy 
were Jeanette Eaton and Julia F. Carter. Miss use and protection from loss. Hours of opening 
Eaton spoke on her experiences and experiments will vary with community needs. 

In writing Biography for Young People and , 
Miss Carter on “Books and Boys.” rhe Staff 

ELEANOR HERRMANN. Since a professional library staff carries on 
educational, administrative, and technical ser- 
vices, its members must be well educated, 
possess at least one year of library school 
observation, there were about 90 Minnesotans ‘raining or its equivalent, and have special 
present. Those whose names appeared on the aptitude and qualifications for the particular 
program were: Myra W. Buell, chairman, Work of each. Salaries of professional librarians 
County Libraries Section; Gratia A. Country- should be comparable with those of other 


i who took part in the panel discussion at *Reprinted from the Bulletin of the American Library 
€ Council meeting; Margaret R. Greer, Association, November, 1933. 
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For a report of the School Libraries Section, 
see School Libraries Department, page 219. 
From the attendance register and personal 








professions, and the work of professional li- 
brarians sharply differentiated from that of 
clerical or sub-professional workers. The staff 
should be of sufficient size to permit efficient 
operation for as many hours as may be necessary 
for the needs of the community. 

The chief librarian should administer the 
entire library system, and be responsible to 
the library board. A detailed scheme of service, 
based upon size, type, and resources of the 
library must be worked out by the individual 
librarian and trustees. A committee of the 
A. L. A. is engaged in working out basic schemes. 


Book Collection 


To meet the varied needs and interests of a 
community, a broad collection of books, pam- 
phlets and periodicals on a wide range of sub- 
jects is necessary, with intensive duplication 
of titles in fields of special interest, constantly 
freshened by the addition of new books and 
books on timely subjects. Special. collections 
are needed for the reference room, the children’s 
rooms, for technical, art, and other depart- 
ments. Books will wear out in service and need 
to be replaced. 

To be reasonably adequate in quantity, the 
library in a city of 200,000 inhabitants and over 
should have at least 1144books per capita; in 
a city of 10,000 to 200,000, 2 books per capita; 
and in a city of less than 10,000, 3 books per 
capita. 


Measuring the Use of the Library 


The active library is constantly trying, 
through publicity and extension agencies, to 
intensify and extend its service to the communi- 
ty. It is not satisfied to cater only to students, 
clubwomen, general readers, and children, but 
endeavors to be useful to the business interests, 
industrial workers, technicians, public officials, 
and other special groups. 

Many of the most important library services 
cannot be measured statistically. Examples of 
such services are the provision of reference and 
study facilities, encouragement of purposeful 
reading by adults, special services relating to 
the dominant local industries, organized co- 
operation with the public schools, study and 
discussion groups, lectures, and exhibitions. 

The library’s book lending services can be 
measured statistically. Under liberal support 
and other favorable conditions many libraries 
will far exceed the following minimum standards: 

Per cent of 
Population Number of 


Registered as Books lent 
Borrowers* Per Capita 


Cities over 1,000,000 


MiMaDINANSS.............-. 25 5 
Cities of 200,000 to 

1,000,000 inhabitants.... 30 7 
Cities of 100,000 to 

200,000 inhabitants..... 35 8 
Cities of 10,000 to 

100,000 inhabitants... .. 40 9 
Cities of less than 

10,000 inhabitants...... 50 10 


The Income Needed 


Experience shows that $1 per capita is the 
average minimum annual income upon which 


*Based upon a three-year registration period. 
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reasonably adequate library service can pg 
maintained. 

The exact minimum depends upon the size 
location, and character of the community. The 
small town must usually spend more than §] 
per capita to cover minimum essentials, oy 
reduce unit costs by enlarging the areg of 
service and support. 

Communities desiring full development of 
library service will find it necessary to provide 
a support much larger than the minimum, 
Expert special services in cooperation with 
local industries and interests, and extensive 
work with the public schools are examples of 
desirable library activities which cannot be 
adequately maintained upon the minimum 
income of $1 per capita. 

The allotment of at least 55 per cent of the 
total income for the salaries of the library staff 
(not including janitors, engineers, etc.) 25 per 
cent for books, periodicals and binding, and 
20 per cent for all other expenditures is a fair 
standard. Local conditions involving the cost 
of building maintenance, the area and density 
of population as affecting the number of branch- 
es, and other factors, will inevitably affect the 
distribution. In general, the largest libraries 
will spend more than the percentage indicated 
for library salaries and less for books, periodicals, 
and binding. 





WORK RELIEF IN ADULT EDUCATION 
The Minnesota Program 


Federal relief funds, it was reported at an 
A. L. A. council meeting during the conference, 
are to be available for the employment of 
needy qualified persons for adult education 
work, when plans prepared by state education 
departments and approved by state relief 
authorities have been approved in Washington. 

Minnesota’s program started last summer 
when Governor Olson appointed a commission 
of 31 educational, business, labor, and civie 
leaders, headed by the State Commissioner of 
Education, to tackle the problem of education 
for unemployed youth of our state. 

The first job of the commission was to secure 
information on unemployed youth throughout 
the state, who wished to continue their educa- 
tion. Commissioner Phillips designated 87 
school men, one for each county, as county 
chairmen to organize the fact-finding work 
that was necessary before undertaking the 
project. Questionnaires were furnished and a 
plan of procedure was outlined. 

Later the work was enlarged to include, 
“other adults without profitable ways of using 
their spare time,” so that the program is de 
veloping into a state-wide adult education 
program. 

Dr. Harold Benjamin, assistant dean of the 
College of Education, was appointed director 
of the work October 14. 

Formal class work has been approved and 
the employment of teachers authorized in 
many communities. 

“Cooperative activity” centers have been 
established in a number of communities, and 
according to Dr. Benjamin “offer the most 
promising and socially significant educational 
service for the great mass of unemployed young 
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ersons not now attending school or college 
and for many other adults, employed and un- 


employed.” 

In St. Louis County under the direction of 
Arthur Lampe, county superintendent of schools, 
a program for the Cook Social Center has been 
started. This social center program is designed 
to make the rural school the neighborhood club 


house. « 

Federal funds have been released to be paid 
only to unemployed teachers, to teach 
unemployed youth and others. 

These must be employed by the local school 
authorities under the local superintendent and 
approved by the Department of Education. 
The teacher must also be eligible for relief, and 
the maximum paid is $50 a month on the basis 
of about one-third time. Formal instruction 
will usually be given in High School. Informal 
groups may meet anywhere. 

Where does the library come in? In the 
first place it is obvious that such a program 
cannot be carried out without increased library 
facilities. Appeals are already being made for 
books where local library resources are inade- 
quate. While it seems unlikely that any aid 
will be given directly to libraries for adult 
education workers, unemployed librarians may 
be able to qualify as leaders of informal classes 
and discussion groups. At any rate, the co- 
operation of libraries is essential, and librarians 
are urged to do their utmost in providing the 
books needed, in organizing groups of young 
people and advertising the fact that these 
opportunities are available. 

Here is an opportunity to demonstrate that 
libraries are socially useful which ought to 
result in widening their areas of use and se- 
curing better support. 





CIVIL WORKS ADMINISTRATION 


At a conference called by Governor Olson at 
the Capitol on November 21, the plan of the 
Civil Works Administration was explained and 
it was announced that small, quick projects 
such as repairs on public buildings were par- 
ticularly desirable. The chief object of the 
plan was to give employment to those now 
on the relief rolls or unemployed. 


A few days later, word came from Washington 
that ‘women might be employed, specifically 
mentioning “clerical and professional women” 
in “school and city libraries, indexing, doing 
desk duty, book binding, ete.’”’ The projects 
must be extra needed work, not affecting the 
work of the regular staff. 


The first 50 per cent of workers must be 
taken from the relief rolls and others from those 
registered with the Federal Employment Bureaus 

Unemployed librarians, as far as known, 
have been notified to register at the Employ- 
ment Bureau in their own county, and libraries 
have been advised to get in touch with the 
local relief agency. 

Projects have already been approved in 
St. Paul and Minneapolis, and reports from 
outside places are coming in. 









































































MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The Executive Board has accepted the 
invitation of Glenwood, to hold the next annual 
meeting there, probably in September, 1934. 





LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 


The fifteenth annual meeting of the Lake 
Region Library Club was held at Morris, 
September 15 and 16, with sixteen librarians 
and trustees registering. 

The round table discussion, conducted by 
Miss Baldwin, on ‘Essentials in Library Ad- 
ministration,” was an important feature of 
the morning’s program. 

The Friday afternoon session was opened 
with the roll call, each member responding by 
relating some pleasant experience of the year. 

The following committees were appointed by 
Mrs. McCart, president. Nominating Com- 
mittee: Mrs. Halgrim, Thief River Falls; 
Miss Penrose, St. Cloud; Miss MelIntosh, 
Fergus Falls. Resolutions Committee: Mrs. 
McCord, Alexandria; Miss Davis, Sauk Center; 
Miss Wood, St. Paul. 


Miss Baldwin spoke on “Progress of the 
Library Year,” saying that reports indicate 
that libraries are feeling the depression in 
decreased revenues and increased demands. 
The new deal is bringing increase of leisure, 
not only in the emergency of unemployment, 
but as a permanent result. It is the responsi- 
bility of the community to provide opportunities 
for wise and profitable use of leisure time. 
The library has an important function as a 
recreational institution, and must demonstrate 
its actual needs, and show that it is rendering 
indispensable service at reasonable cost. In 
proportion as the library does its part in bringing 
about a new era, so may we look for a new deal 
for the library in recognition of its service and 
adequate support. 

In her discussion of “Country Jaunts’’ Mrs. 
Halgrim told of the absorbing interest of rural 
library problems and showed that rural bor- 
rowers will read books of real quality. Con- 
tracts with rural schools have resulted in better 
service at the minimum cost of $10 from each 
school. 

At dinner, the evening session was opened 
with the invocation by Rev. A. L. Richardson, 
of the Federated Church of Morris. Musical 
selections by Mr. and Mrs. Anderson of the 
Morris Agricultural School were enjoyed during 
the dinner. 

Mr. Finney, city attorney of Morris, speaking 
for Mr. Mielke on “The Library in the City 
Manager’s Plan,” says it is impossible for a 
government to exist without the whole-hearted 
support of the people. He feels the same way 
about public libraries which do not have the 
support of the public. It is our duty to ad- 
vertise the library and gain public recognition. 

Mrs. Bertelsen discussed ‘‘Benefits Derived 
from the Depression,” saying that people are 
discovering joys in the simpler pleasures of 
life. Increased registration and _ circulation 
statistics prove that many are finding solace in 
worth while books in an attempt to improve 
themselves. 
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The program Saturday morning was opened 
with a discussion on the merits of the “Vertical 
File Service,” by Miss Penrose. The File 
Service saves the librarian’s time and money 
by having one source from which to obtain 
pamphlet material. The problem of grouping 
the material under the proper subject heading 
is simplified by this service. 

Miss McIntosh explained the various ways 
to store reference material for those who do not 
possess filing cabinets. 

Miss Wood, in her discussion on ‘New 
Secondary School Curriculum and the School 
Library List,’ said that we should strive first, 
to keep up our basic collection of classics and 
standards in clear print, as well as notable new 
titles. The replacing of worth while old books 
with new copies or better edit’ons is often 
neglected. The Syllabus in English for grades 
7-12 has been sent to all public libraries. Sug- 
gestive lists of interesting books are included. 
Units on the use of books and libraries are 
included as an integral part of the work of 
each grade. These outlines may also be used 
for adult instruction. The unit for the Tenth 
year informs readers of the sources of book 
evaluation in all fields. The general reader of 
today may thus share information hitherto 
known only by librarians and specialists on 
books. 

Miss Dodd, in her talk on ‘‘Children’s Books,” 
said, “Children should grow up with books, 
as good books play a vital part in making good 
citizens. 

“The hope of the world is education and the 
hope of education is the library, therefore our 
books should be chosen for their merits and 
definite use in the library.” 

Miss Dodd gave us the following points on 
judging a good book for children: (1) Is it 
interesting? (2) Is it on the child’s plane? 
(3) Is it true to life? (4) Does it present a whole- 
some unexaggerated view of life? (5) Does it 
broaden the child’s sympathies or does it make 
him narrow? 

Miss Baldwin discussed some of the new 
books which were displayed. 

At the business meeting Mrs. McCord pre- 
sented the following resolutions for the approval 
of the club: 

The Lake Region Library Club in its annual 
meeting of 1933, thanks the librarian, the board 
and the citizens of Morris for the entertainment 
and friendly interest extended to its members 
and congratulates the city upon its progressive 
policies. 

It regrets the absence of the Hon. Harriet 
Weeks, of Detroit Lakes, and wishes for her 
speedy recovery. 

It records the passing of one of its charter 
members, Miss Amy Lewis, who served the 
city of Fergus Falls so ably for so many years 
and helped in large measure to make this club 
a success. To her family and the community, 
the Club extends sympathy. 

The Club hereby declares its intention to 
make progress in bettering the book service to 
rural areas through knowledge of the permissive 
laws regarding the handling of library books, 
and through the securing, if possible, of at 
least one connection by contract with a rural 
school. 

The following report of the nominating com- 


mittee was read and approved: 
Jean Stewart, Wadena; 
Miller, 


__ President, 
ice-president, Zits 
Brainerd; Secretary-treasurer, Clam 


Winzenburg, Crookston. 

As the M. L. A. is to meet in Glenwood jp 
1934, it was voted that the 1934 meeting of the 
Lake Region Library Club be postponed ang 
that Brainerd’s invitation for the 1935 meeting 


ZITA A. MILLER, 
Secretary, 


be accepted. 





ROUND TABLE MEETING 
Owatonna, November 10 


Representatives from twelve public and six 
school libraries of Albert Lea, Austin, Chatfield, 
Faribault, Kasson, Mankato, Pine Island, 
Rochester, St. Peter, South St. Paul, Wasera, 
Zumbrota, Owatonna and the Library Division 
attended a round table meeting at Owatonna, 
November 10th. 

After inspecting the art exhibit and admiring 
the newly decorated walls and new lights, the 
visitors gathered around the tables in the read- 
ing-room and in answer to roll call, reported on 
successful projects or plans for the coming 
winter. While reductions in budgets were 
reported in some instances, all librarians told of 
increasing demands, and no curtailment of 
services or hours. 

Miss Methven presented some recent books 
of interest, and the meeting adjourned to allow 
time for examination of these and of the re 
organized vertical file. 

Including Owatonna board members and 
their wives and guests, there were 41 present 
at the luncheon at the Owatonna Hotel. The 
proprietor as a member of the library board, 
took a special interest in providing a bountiful 
and excellent luncheon. 

Following the luncheon, Miss Stevens, Miss 
Dorival and Mrs. Hines, who attended the 
A. L. A. meeting, gave their impressions. Miss 
Baldwin summed up, giving some of the high 
lights of the Conference and presenting the 
revised A. L. A. Standards. The Minnesota 
program of work relief was then explained, and 
librarians were urged to do their part to the 
limit of their resources. 


RANGE LIBRARY TRUSTEES * 
ASSOCIATION 


The fifteenth semi-annual meeting of the 
Range Library Trustees Association was held 
in Virginia, September 26, 1933. — Highty 
members and friends assembled in the ret 
reational building where they were served § 
delicious dinner during which the Virginia 
School ensemble under the direction of Mr. 
Thurber Madison rendered several selections. 
Carl R. Johnson, president of the Virginia 
Library Board, called upon Mayor Barker t0 
welcome the guests, and Mrs. Erwin Lerch, 0 
Hibbing, responded. C. D. Smith, toastmastet 
of the evening announced the following program: 

Flute Solo, by Nerver Johnson accompani 


by Hulda Wood. 
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Address by Clara F. Baldwin, State Director 
of Libraries, who spoke on “The Library and 
the New Deal.”’ Miss Baldwin told us that the 
library affords opportunities for the profitable 
use of leisure time, ‘special timely services, and 
last but not least is an important element in 
maintaining morale. 

Vocal Solos, by Verner Delaney, accompanied 
by Gladys Sandberg. — 

The main address of the evening, “Origin 
and Trends of the American Constitution,” 
was delivered by Jim Dan Hill, president of the 
Superior State Teacher’s College. Mr. Hill 
said that altho many such brilliant men_as 
Gladstone have termed our constitution, “The 
most wonderful work ever struck off at a given 
time by the brain or purpose of man,” it was 
really the result of many centuries of growth in 
personal liberty. He believes that as the Magna 
Carta of England has survived 800 years, so 
will the fundamental articles of our constitution 
be in existence 1000 years hence. 

L. A. Hope of Buhl, president of the Asso- 
ciation conducted the business meeting. It 
was agreed that when the smaller libraries 
entertain, each trustee should pay for his own 
meal. Mr. Rustan referred to Article Five 
discussed at the last meeting, stating that 
Booth’s Manual for Governing Villages has 
complete laws governing libraries. Mr. Hope 
announced that he had compiled a booklet on 
the practices of the Buhl Library. Upon 
request and receipt of postage, one or two 
copies would be sent to any library. 

Mrs. Eli Smolich, president of the Aurora 
Library Board extended an invitation to the 
association to hold its next meeting in Aurora. 

It was voted that all present officers hold 
over until Spring and that a nominating com- 
mittee be appointed to draw up a slate of officers 
before the next meeting. 

After a rising vote of thanks to the Virginia 
Board for its hospitality and entertainment, 
the meeting adjourned. 

GERTRUDE 8. BARCLAY, 
Secretary. 





UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
DIVISION OF LIBRARY INSTRUCTION 


Sixty-six students are registered for part or 
full-time work in the Division of Library In- 
struction of whom 40 expect to complete the 
course in June. Sixty of these are from Minne- 
sota, two from Montana and one each from 
Iowa, Massachusetts, South Dakota, and 
Wisconsin. Their previous preparation was 
obtained at seventeen different colleges. Eleven 
Minnesota colleges or teachers’ colleges are 
represented. 

Colleges from outside of Minnesota from 
which students came are: University of Mon- 
tana, Lawrence College and Ripon College. 
Twenty B. A. degrees and two M. A. degrees 
are held by registered students. 


Summer Library Courses 


The Summer Session Office has announced 
that no classes in the Summer Session will be 
scheduled for which past experience has not 
shown a probable registration of at least twelve 
students. On this basis we shall probably be 
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able to offer again the basic courses in elementary 
cataloging, classification and reference. The 
inclusion of advanced courses is almost entirely 
dependent on the amount of evidence we have 
that such courses will be attended. Anyone 
who desires to register in any of the following 
courses is requested to send a statement of 
such intention at once to the Division of Library 
Instruction, University of Minnesota, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. It will not be practicable to 
offer work in any other than the courses indi- 
cated below, and these will be offered only in 
case we have a sufficient number of advance 
a Be Advanced Cataloging; Advanced 
lassification; Advanced Reference; Advanced 
Book Selection; School Library Administration; 
Work with Children. 
FRANK K. WALTER, Director 
Division of Library Instruction 
University of Minnesota. 


Appointments 


Jane Arey, ’32, was married to Edward 
Thompson, November 2nd. 

Vera Barrnes, ’31, who has been at the Grinnell 
College library, has been a victim of sleeping 
sickness but is recovering. 

Delphine Brooks, 733, was married to Keith 
Barrons in October. She will spend the winter 
in Philadelphia. 

Janet Brown, 733, is assistant librarian at 
South High School Minneapolis. 

Ruth Burkhard, ’33, was married to Dr. 
Meredith Hessdorfer in September. 

Roberta Coaker, ’33, has been appointed to a 
position in the Minneapolis Journal library. 

Irene Eklof, ’29, is teacher-librarian at West 
Concord. 

Lucile Marie Fahey, ’29, who is employed in 
the Periodical Division of the St. Paul Public 
Library, was married November 4, to Leonard 
Eugene Powderly of St. Paul. 

Helen Glau, ’33, is assistant in the public 
library at Aberdeen, S. D. 

Catherine Kennedy, ’33, is assistant in the 
Mayo Clinic library, Rochester. 

Cynthia Kincaid, ’30, was married to C. M. 
Linden of Kenvil, N. J. in October. 

Margaret Blair Law, ’31, is assistant in the 
public library at Washington, Ia. 

Viola Mauseth, ’32, is now in the catalog 
department at the University of Cincinnati. 

Mildred Mitchell, ’31, is school librarian at 
Mountain Iron. 

Mary Mosher, ’32, is now Mrs. T. W. Stransky 
and her address is Galena, South Dakota. 

Marjorie Perham, 733, is taking additional 
courses at the University, and assisting part 
time in the Division of Library Instruction. 

Ingrid Pedersen, ’32, has been appointed to 
the children’s room of the Minneapolis Public 
Library. 

Ina Ramsey, ’33, is assisting in the rental 
library at Powers bookstore. 

Helen Richardson, ’33, has been appointed 
assistant in the circulation department of the 
University library to succeed Irma Kuesel, who 
is now in the State Library Division. 








Rachel Rothnem, ’32, is teaching at Mountain 
Lake. 

Lucile Runnestrand, ’33, is substituting as a 
teacher of English in charge of the High School 
Library at Watertown, South Dakota. 

Edith Schultz, ’30, is in Donaldson’s cir- 
culating library. 

Florence Schwartz, ’32, is teacher-librarian at 
Carver, Minn. 

Dorothy Thompson, ’32, has a regular ap- 
pointment in the catalog department of the 
University library. 

Helen Todd, 32, is assisting in the library 
at Upper lowa University, Fayette, Ia., and 
taking courses in education. 

Alice Torkelson, ’33, is librarian in charge of 
grade schools at Glencoe, Lllinois. 

Alumni Association 

The Alumni Association of the University of 
Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction, is 
setting forth on its third year with hopes of 
great accomplishment. MKealizing that its 
success will be in direct ratio to the number of 
members, the Executive Board hopes that a 
large number of alumni will feel a genuine 
interest in becoming members this year. The 
Board held its first meeting at the Women’s 
City Club, St. Paul, on October 13th, when 
tentative plans for the season’s activities were 
discussed. Officers are as follows: President, 
Louise Chapman; Vice-president, A. Louis 
Orenstein; Secretary, Maud Briggs; Treasurer, 
Irma Kuesel; Ex-officio member, Eleanor Herr- 
mann. 

Appointments of three committee chairmen 
have been made: Membership, Lillian Rein- 
holdsen, St. Paul Public Library; School, 
Marie Dahl, University Library; Social, Valborg 
Tanner, University Library. 

The chairman of the Periodical committee is 
still to be named, but will doubtless be someone 
from the Minneapolis Public Library. 

On October 27th the president attended a tea 
given by the present library instruction students, 
where she spoke briefly on the work of the 
Alumni Association. 

The largest meeting of our alumni, at an 
American Library Association convention, was 
held at a dinner in Chicago on October 19th at 
the Cordon Club, Ruth M. Jedermann pre- 
siding. Frank K. Walter and Miss Lura Hutch- 
inson gave news of this year’s class and the 
school’s policies. Eleanor Herrmann discussed 
further plans of the association and alumni from 
several states presented most interesting ac- 
counts of their work. 

LOUISE CHAPMAN, 


President. 





THE COLLEGE OF ST. CATHERINE 
Library School 


At the College of St. Catherine the Library 
School opened on September 21st with the same 
number enrolled as were graduated in June, 
1933, twelve students. 

The states represented are but four in com- 
parison with five of the year before, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Iowa, and South Dakota. 

The placements between June, 1933 and 
September, 1933, whether in the library pro- 
fession or otherwise are as follows: 


Library Positions 


Gertrude McDougall, ’33, St. Mary’ 
Notre Dame, Ind. I College, 
Ruth Van Able, ’30, State Library Commis- 
sion, Pierre, 8. D. 
Bernice McCarthy, 
Aberdeen, 8. D. 
Mary Farrell, ’33, Summer substitute work 
Public Library, Walla Walla, Wash. : 
Dorothy Pauley, ’33, Holy Cross College 
Worcester, Mass. : 
Leone Salmon, ’33, Nazareth College, Naza- 
reth, Mich. 
Lulu Solomon, 732, Villa Marie College 
Erie, Pa. : 
Gertrude Brown, ’30, St. Benedict’s College 
St. Joseph, Minn. ‘ 
Evelyn Nevins, ’33, Assisting for experience 
in Catholic Social Service Center, Christ Child 
Center, St. Paul, Minn. 


32, Public Library, 


Teaching or other positions 

Louise Jansen, ’33, Post graduate study 
College of St. Catherine. : 

Helen Lally, 383, Teaching, High School, 
Harrison, Mont. ' 

Maria Grace Feyereisen, ’32, Teaching, 
High School, Frazee, Minn. 

Colette Dunne, ’31, Teaching, High School, 
Burbank, 8. D. 

Evelyn Carroll, ’31, Register of Deeds Office, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Genevieve Landkamer, ’31; Hyacinthe Felix, 
31; Anne- Dalglish, ’30; Hazel Simmonds, ’32 
were married. 

September 25th the Ambrosian Round Table, 
the Library School Club, elected for its officers: 
President, Yvonne Brettner of St. Paul; Vice- 
president, Molly Barstow of Anoka, Minnesota; 
Secretary, Cecelia Hoffman of St. Paul; and 
Treasurer, Anne Capeti of St. Paul. 

The College of St. Catherine Library Hand- 
book which was written by the students of the 
Club, 1932-1933, was published in June, 1933. 

Sister Antonia, president of The College, 
Sister Marie Jose’, librarian, Sister Cecil, pro- 
fessor cataloging, and Sister Marie Cecilia, 
director of the library school attended the 
American Library Association in Chicago, 
October 16-21. 

The first Library School reunion was held at 
the Auditorium Hotel in Chicago the evening of 
October 19th. 

As post Conference visitors and _ lecturers 
the Library School students were fortunate in 
having some world renowned personages: 

Right Reverend Monsignor Eugene Tisserant, 
director of the Vatican Library, besides cele- 
brating two masses at the College spoke on the 
history of the Vatican Library and the work 
and interest of Pope Pius XI as librarian. _ 

Miss Mary Ellen Chase, professor of English, 
Smith College, in her talks on The Value of 
Books in the Preparation for Life emphasized 
that much can be gleaned from books that can 
not be gotten from people. 

Marcel Dupre, organist of the Cathedrale de 
Notre Dame de Paris, gave an organ recita 
Sunday afternoon, October 22. 

During the week of October 16th Sister 
Lioba, professor of the English department of 
the College of St. Catherine, gave an interesting 
talk on Rare and Old Books. 
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Sister Antonine, professor of the English 
department of the College, spoke on the Bod- 
; ary. 
yrs Condon, an instructor of the 
French department of the College, gave the 
students Monsignor Tisserant’s impression of 
our national library as expressed in his article, 
“Notes et Impressions sur les Bibliotheques 
@’ Amerique” found in the volume of Essays 
offered to Herbert Putnam by his colleagues and 
friends on his thirtieth anniversary as Librarian 
Tess. 
. 4 4th Miss Elizabeth Wallace, 
Professor Emeritus, University of Chicago, gave 
4 most interesting informal talk on Spain and 
its people. 
"the ate of a talk by M. Auguste V. Desclos, 
assistant director, Office National des Uni- 
versites et Ecoles Francaises, Paris, on Novem- 
ber 19th was Contemporary French Paintings. 
SISTER MARIE CECILIA, 
Director. 





RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 
Non-Fiction 


Overstreet, Harry Allen. We move in new 
directions. Norton, 1933, 3.00. 301 
Looking toward the day when the center of 

adult leisure activities will be as essential as 

the school and the library, the author helps us 
to re-think what we have accepted in crime, 
education, justice, government and _ politics. 

Good reading. 


Nelson, Thomas H. Ventures in informa] 
adult education. Association press, 1933, 
1.00. 374 
An actual account of 53 programs successfully 

carried on in different Y. M. C. A’s, in the 
form of lectures, clubs, forums and discussion 
groups, telling how they were started, conducted 
and promoted. Helpful, indeed, at the present 
time. 


Hadida, Sophie C. Manners for millions; a 
correct code of pleasing personal habits for 
everyday men and women. Doubleday, 
1932, 1.95. 395 
Its sub-title explains its practical purpose—a 

really useful volume at the other end of the 

scale from Emily Post. 


Irwin, Inez Haynes. Angels and Amazons: a 
hundred years of American women. Double- 
day, 1933, 2.50. 396 
This is a convenient book with sections on 

women as doctors, ministers, lawyers, in business, 

suffrage and club work. An appendix lists the 
officers, headquarters, and objects of a great 
number of leading organizations. 


Dickerson, Roy Ernest. Growing into man- 
hood. Association press, 1933, 1.00. 612.6 
Straightforward, with no obvious “approach,”’ 

this is an excellent manual for boys of 11-15 

years, with sex as a normally wholesome factor 

and mental hygiene a consideration. 


Pack, Arthur Newton. Forestry: an econo- 
mic challenge. Macmillan, 1933, 1.25. 634.9 
“A controversial book, but worthwhile” in 

view of the C. C. C. interest. 


Sharp, Evelyn. Here we go round: the story 
of the dance. Morrow, 1928, 1.00. 793 
Attention is called to this brief, readable and 

inexpensive account of the dance from the 

time of the cave-dwellers on. Useful in the 
small library. 


Cook, Elizabeth Christine. Reading the 
novel. Little, 1933, 1.50. 808.3 
“Advocates intelligent skimming and skipping 

in reading the majority of novels.”” The chapter 

on the value of novel reading is often needed. 


Mantle, Burns, ed. Best plays of 1909-1919. 
Dodd, 1933, 3.75. 812.08 
In libraries which have his yearly collections, 

this volume helps to complete the survey of 

American drama. 


Snook, Lee Owen, ed. Comedies seven: 
new non-royalty plays for general community 
use. Row, 1933, 1.50. 812.08 
An inexpensive collection of plays which are 

not too ambitious. ‘ 


Williams, Stanley Thomas. American litera- 
ture. Lippincott, 1933, 1.00. 812.09 
Small libraries will be able to use this addi- 

tion to the Hour Library group, since, although 

quite personal, “it is not dry and scholastic.” 


Dilly Tante, 


pseud. Authors today and 
yesterday. 


Wilson, 1933, 4.50 (to libraries). 
920 
A companion to Living Authors, this volume 
includes 350 sketches, many autobiographical. 
Fortunately, the bibliographies include material 
both by and about the authors. An essential 
reference volume where there is much literary 
interest. 


Brittain, Vera Mary. Testament of youth. 
Macmillan, 1933, 2.50. 921 
A record of war’s impact on a young English 

woman—too long, sometimes sentimental, fre- 

quently impressive and occasionally beautiful. 


Braddy, Nella. Anne Sullivan Macy: the 
story behind Helen Keller. Doubleday, 1933, 
3.00. 921 
Helen Keller’s teacher has herself triumphed 

over unbelievable hardships—a gallant struggle 

which is inspiring to old and young alike. 


Fiction 


Beith, Janet. 
1933, 2.50. 
Like Mrs. Barry, below, here is another 

Scotch woman who derives satisfaction from 

a difficult life. Uniformly praised, rewarded 

by a large prize, this is a character novel for 

the discriminating reader. 


Bradford, Roark. 

1933, 2.50. 

Life as Louisiana plantation negroes saw it 
before and during the Civil War is presented 
with sympathetic realism by one who knows 
the South. A dignified picture to add to the 
growing shelf of locality novels. 


The farm. Harper, 1933, 


No second spring. Stokes, 


Kingdom coming. Harper, 


Bromfield, Louis. 
2.50. 
This is not a tale for those who must have a 
rapidly moving story, for it is a long and de- 
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‘tailed account of four generations in northern 
Ohio. It is in demand, nevertheless, although 
it is more social history than novel. 


Corbett, Elizabeth Frances. A nice, long 
evening. Appleton-Century, 1933, 2.00. 
Although the indomitable “Young Mrs. 

Meigs” uses a rental rather than her public 

library, we forgive her—she is such a delightfully 

“orand old girl.” Every bit as good as the 

first story. 


De La Roche, Mazo. 
Little, 1933, 2.50. 
No one knows the end of these Jalna novels 

but most readers welcome another with en- 

thusiasm. In this, the depression comes to 

Jalna. 


The master of Jalna. 


Galsworthy, John. One more river. Scrib- 
ner, 1933, 2.50. 
Buy this only if the preceding two of the 


trilogy are in your library. 


Hobart, Mrs. Alice Tisdale Nourse. Oil for 
the lamps of China. Bobbs, 1933, 2.50. 
The same readers who have read Pearl Buck 

and Nora Waln will appreciate this picture of 

American business in China. Mrs. Hobart’s 

long residence there makes it authentic. One 

of the important Fall novels. 


Niven, Frederick John. Mrs. Barry. Dutton, 

1933, 2.50. 

The simple and dignified acceptance of her 
difficult lot as a widow with a young son to 
care for during these trying times is an im- 
press've contrast to the pictures of disinte- 
gration so often presented. Edinburgh setting. 


Rice, Alice Caldwell Hegan. Mr. Pete and 
co. Appleton-Century, 1933, 2.00. 
“A worthy successor to Mrs. Wiggs and 
Lovey Mary.” 


Walpole, Hugh. Vanessa. Doubleday, 1933, 
2.50. 


Here endeth the Herries family chronicle— 
for the time being, at least. 





NEWBERY AWARD 


The Newbery Medal for the best children’s 
book of the year was awarded by the A. L. A. 
section on library work with children to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Foreman Lewis, of Baltimore, for 
her book, “Young Fu of the Upper Yangtze.” 

In Young Fu, the new spirit that is rejuvena- 
ting an age-old civilization is personified in a 
young Chinese hoy apprenticed to a master 
coppersmith of the old school. Bandits, com- 
munists, artisans, scholars and all the teeming 
life of a crowded city parade through the vivid 
pages of the book. 

Although Young Fu is Mrs. Lewis’ first book, 
she is the author of numerous stories for chil- 
dren which have appeared in juvenile magazines. 
Born in Baltimore, educated there and in New 
York, she went to China in 1917 where she 
worked in the office of the Mission Board and 
taught evening classes in religious education. 
Some time after her marriage there, an illness 
forced her return to this country, where she 
now lives in Maryland. 
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TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


There have been more calls than ever {jj 
fall for traveling and package libraries, S, 
many rural teachers are handicapped in theis 
work by inadequate libraries that they ap 
borrowing both books and pictures very much 
more frequently. The new curriculum ; 
stimulating many requests as well as widely 
advertising the services of the state travelin, 
library. Traveling library information = 
lists of educational books were distributed 9 
the meeting of teachers from the Teacher 
Training Departments and at the state meeting 
of county superintendents. 

An interesting use of a traveling library at, 
county fair is described by a 4-H club leader: 
“We arranged a home library and called it ‘The 
4-H club members’ recreation’, illustrated by 
the use of new reading material furnished py 
the Traveling Library. We received much 
praise for our booth from county and state 
leaders. I found teachers in rural schools e. 
pecially interested. At our meeting following 
the fair, our speaker talked on ‘Education 
Through Reading’. At our next meeting ye 
are asking the librarian from the Public Library 
to speak to us. We hope that before the winter 
is over we will have a reading community.” 

New mimeographed lists of the books in the 
open shelf collection are being prepared a 
rapidly as possible. Four new ones are: Books 
on music and musicians, Trends in current 
thought, a list of lists already made and one 
noting and describing Reading with a Purpos 
courses. Any of these we will be glad to mail 
to librarians. 

New books from the International Mind 
Alcove collection are: Soviet scene, by Fred- 
erick Griffin; Tragedy of Russia, by Will Du 
rant; An indiscreet itinerary, by H. W. van 
Loon; Spirit of France, by Paul Cohen-Por- 
theim; Will they pay? by Dorsey Richardson; 
Dollars and sense, by Irving Brant; Tschiffely’s 
ride, by A. F. Tschiffely, and five splendid 
books for children. 

Among the books added recently to the 
open shelf are: 

Undset. Ida Elizabeth. 

Waddell. Peter Abelard. 

Beals. Crime of Cuba. 

Bradford. Journal of Gamaliel Bradford. 

Breckinridge. Women in the twentieth cer 
tury. 

Pitkin. More power to you. 

Stallings. The first World war. 

Toklas. Autobiography. 

White. Trends in public administration. 


MILDRED L. METHVEN, 
Librarian. 





LIBRARY AIDS 
American Library Association 


Public Library Standards, as adopted by 
the A. L. A. Council in October, has been It 
printed from the A. L. A. Bulletin and may bt 
purchased at the rate of 25 copies for fifty 
cents. (See page 207). 

Seven frontispieces—statements on_ tht 
value of libraries by such nationally prominetl 
people as Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt, Dorothy Cat 
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field Fisher and Walter 8. Gifford—which 
have appeared in the A. L. A. Bulletin, are 
now available for distribution at 3 cents each 
for less than 25 copies. Many librarians use 
these in store and library windows, on com- 
munity bulletin boards and in local newspaper 
advertising. 


N.R.A. The New Deal for Business and 


Industry, is a valuable bibliography, prepared: 


by Jerome K. Wilcox of the John Crerar Li- 
prary, of references from May to August of 
this year. “It should serve as a master key 
to any properly assembled collection of N.R.A. 
literature, its law, interpretations, scope, codes, 
etc.” There are more than 1800 references. 
Its price is 75 cents. 

Simple Library Cataloging; 2nd ed., re- 
written, by Susan G. Akers, is a guide to the 
librarian in the small library, as a textbook for 
a short elementary course or as collateral read- 
ing in the first year of a regular course. It has 
been rewritten with clearness, simplicity and 
brevity. Its price is $1.50. 

Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook, 
No. 3 discusses the proposed revision of the 
A. L. A. Catalog Rules, cooperative catalog- 
ing, reclassification, catalog needs of the modern 
public, ete. Its price is $1.50. 

Easy Reading Books of the Reader and 
Primer Type and Readers for the First Three 
Grades lists 22 easy reading books and 16 
reader series. It will replace Readers and 
Primers formerly printed. There are brief 
annotations and tests to be applied to such 
books. A single copy is 10 cents. 

Recent Children’s Books, at 100 for $1.00, 
is this year’s list of 30 of the best new books 
for children from nursery to high school age. 
Personal ownership as well as library needs 
have been kept in mind in choosing the titles. 





NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES 
FOR SALE 


November 1916—December 1926, v. 30, 
No. 5—v. 50, except May 1918, March 1919, 
November 1923, December 1925. Unbound 
and in perfect condition. Address Grace Van 
Wormer, State University of Iowa Library, 
Iowa City, Iowa. 








NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


New libraries have been opened by women’s 
clubs at Brooten, Lamberton and New York 
Mills. 

Duluth—The library was closed October 
31 for six weeks, owing to lack of funds. But 
after many protests on the part of various 
Organizations and individual citizens, and a 
“pay-your-taxes” drive, the council allocated 
$4000 for library salaries between November 
6 and December 15, when the 1934 budget will 
become operative. This fund will keep the 
library open 4 days a week. It will be closed 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

The budget for 1934 has been fixed at $68,400. 

Gilbert—A publie library will be opened in 
Gilbert early in December. <A store building 
ma very good location on the main street has 
been leased, and furniture and books have 
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been ordered. Leona A. Olson, Wisconsin 
Library School, ’33, formerly an assistant in 
the Virginia Public Library has been elected 
librarian. 

Howard Lake—The library maintained by 
the Library and Improvement Club has been 
turned over to the village and a half-mill tax 
Jevied for its support. A room has been pro- 
vided in the village hall since its establishment 
in 1905. 

St. Paul Public Library registration has 
reached the highest point in its history number- 
ing 78,308 on October 31. This is merely 
another demonstration of the fact that libraries 
all over the country are being patronized as 
never before. With funds radically curtailed 
the members of the reduced staff are attempting 
to give the service demanded in this time of 
depression. 

Springfield—The library sponsored by the 
Women’s Literary Club was moved to a room 
in the Grade School Building August Ist. The 
city council is furnishing, lighting and decorat- 
ing the room. 

Although many libraries economized by 
shorter hours during the summer it is encourag- 
ing to note an increase in hours in several places. 

Staples is opening Monday morning from 
9 to 12 to accommodate country patrons. 
Moorhead is open from 1:30 to 9 p. m. with 
no closing for the dinner hour, as formerly. 
Fergus Falls is trying the experiment of open- 
ing at 10 a. m. instead of 11:30 to accommodate 
adults at a time when fewer demands are made 
on the library by school children. Rushford 
is open at 6:30 p. m. instead of 7 as formerly. 


Improvements 


The libraries at Breckenridge, Columbia 
Heights, Hibbing, Kasson, Moorhead and 
Owatonna have been completely re-decorated 
this summer. New shelves were built at Col- 
umbia Heights and at Breckenridge the 
library was reorganized with the assistance of 
Miss Methven of the Library Division and the 
room re-arranged. At Crosby, the books have 
had a general overhauling, many being dis- 
carded, others mended and all the non-fiction 
re-marked and shellaced. At Thief River Falls 
the linoleum was cleaned and_ re-varnished. 
During the year, the children’s department at 
Brainerd has been redecorated, and in the 
adult department some new shelving and a new 
section of the catalog case were added. The 
redecorating at Owatonna included new modern 
ceiling lights, doing away with the old table 
lights. Gifts of $5.00 each from a number of 
study clubs will be used for the purchase of 
porch lamps. 

Worthington—Extensive alterations were 
made in the library building during the summer. 
A new floor was laid, covered with attractive 
linoleum. Windows which could not be opened, 
were changed to provide better ventilation. 
Stairs were removed from the children’s room 
and placed in the former work-room, thus 
giving more wall-space for shelving. New 
lights were installed and the wall re-decorated. 
Outside, the brick work and stone steps were 
repaired. A case of stuffed birds which oc- 
cupied much space in the children’s room has 
been removed to the school. 





Gifts 


Faribault—The Buckham Memorial Library 
has received from the Seabury library, as an 
indefinite loan, a number of very rare volumes. 
They are exhibited in a special display case, 
also loaned, in the reference room. They are, 
for the most part, rare editions of the Bible 
and other books of a religious nature. There 
are some beautifully illuminated manuscripts, 
and also several incunabula in the collection. 

Red Wing—A water-color landscape by 
W. 8S. Bucklin and an oil landscape by John 
Fletcher Sultzer have been presented to the 
library by the Art History Club, as a memorial 
to former members. 

Rochester—A portrait of James J.. Hill 
painted by Carl Rawson was presented to the 
public library by Louis Hill through the efforts 
of Dr. C. H. Mayo. 

The library at Fulda received $20 for books 
from the American Legion. 

The Boy Scouts of Grand Marais brought 
in a load of wood and sawed it for the library. 

Recent gifts of books are as follows: 

Crookston, 300 v. from citizens in response 
to a general appeal. 

Elk River, a shelf of books from the Com- 
munity Club. 

Grand Rapids, 60 v. from David Joyce. 


Owatonna, 100 v. from Col. Clemans and 
nearly 100 books from other donors. 

St. Cloud, 230 v. from friends of the library 
in addition to $175 worth of books contributed 
by the Reading Room Society during the year. 

Willmar, 1,080 books from the estate of the 
late Colonel Rice. 

The libraries at St. Peter and Waseca have 
been placed on the list for the International 
Mind Alcove. 


Publicity and Social Activities 


Chisholm — The library staff furnished 
materials and ideas for window displays and 
floats in connection with the Quarter Century of 
Progress celebration September 3-5. 

Owatonna—The library is cooperating in the 
Art Survey which is being made under the 
direction of the University through a grant 
from the Carnegie Foundation. 

Students are requested to finish any evening 
work they may have at the Public Library by 
7:30 in order that adult readers and reference 
workers may have the quiet due them. Parents 
are urged to cooperate with the library staff in 
this matter. 

How the Public May Help the Library has 
been reprinted in book mark form. The five 
main suggestions are: (1) Returning books on 
time or prompt payment of fines, (2) Taking 
better care of books, (3) Asking for material 
for club papers in advance, (4) Rereading old 
books and (5) Consideration for others. 

Red Wing—tThe boys in the C. C. C. camp 
made good use of the library during the summer. 
The captain agreed to be personally responsible, 
the fines to be deducted from the boys’ salaries. 
When the boys were transferred to winter 
quarters every book had been returned. 


Exhibits of interest are the annual fall 


flower show of the Woodland Garden Flower 
Society at Woodland Branch, Duluth the 
Garden Club peony show at Owatonna 4 
model camping scene in the library window at 
Hibbing and an exhibit of tapestries made 
by the children of the elementary schools at 
South St. Paul. Art exhibits included q 
collection of photographs chosen from the 
1932-33 exhibit of the Pictorial Photographers 
of America in Minneapolis, a display of water 
colors done by Katherine Patten of the Minne- 
apolis library staff, a group of water color 
studies and pencil sketches by Edwin Ziegfeld 
supervisor of art in the Owatonna schools 
in the reading room of the library, and the work 
of two local artists, Ruth Spencer and Gilbert 
Mohr in Stillwater. 

Library Benefits—Library teas have beep 
given by the women’s study clubs at Dennison, 
Elbow Lake and Lanesboro. An exhibit of 
needlecraft, antiques and curios was held in 
connection with the tea at Elbow Lake and a 
program of book reviews and music was given 
at Lanesboro. Bridge parties were given at 
Elk River and New York Mills, a sauerkraut 
supper at Columbia Heights and a_ book 
shower at Pine City took the place of the annual 
harvest festival. 





CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 


The 15th anniversary of Children’s Book 
Week was celebrated with the usual exhibits of 
new books in the library and in several cases 
in down town store windows, talks in the 
schools and at P. T. A. meetings, story-hours 
and special programs. 

At Buhl the exhibit consisted of a library 
for the seven ages of life with dolls dressed to 
represent the various ages. A costume party 
for children of the 3rd to 6th grades was the 
climax of the week at Faribault. 

Detroit Lakes combined the book week 
celebration and the 20th anniversary of the 
building of the library with an “open house” 
November 15th, when a program was given 
— by refreshments served by the Library 

ub. 

At Red Wing the exhibits were all arranged 
by high school students under the direction of 
the art supervisor. At Fergus Falls a reading 
contest was started in September to continue 
until Christmas. 


Children’s Book Exhibit, St. Paul 
November 10—December 10 


The emphasis of this year’s exhibit has been 
placed on the work of Minnesota authors and 
illustrators, and the display is brilliant in quality 
and quantity. Elsa Jemne of St. Paul_has 
lent the original illustrations for Mrs. Ham- 
sun’s “Norwegian Farm;” Emma Brock, also 
of St. Paul, has lent her original drawings for 
the “Runaway Sardine” and the “Hen that 
Kept House.” ; 

hildren’s titles by Minnesota authors im- 
clude Mrs. Beach’s “Border,’’ Mrs. Carroll’s 
“Landspell,’ Mrs. Sackett’s “Cousin from 
Clare,” and a dozen others. 

St. Paul residents whose families remember 
St. Paul as a fur trading town, have lent their 
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prized children’s books of a few generations 
ago. Mrs. Furness has contributed ‘The 
Tooth-ache, imagined by Horace Mayhew and 
realized by George Cruikshank,” and according 
to the artist toothaches of the 19th century 
were superior affairs to the aches we enjoy 
today. Those were the days when swellings 
in the face reached magnificent proportions 
and the victim tried 240 “infallible cures” 
pefore he confided in the dentist. Miss Mc- 
Masters has revived sentimental old memories 
with her loan of “Ginevra; or the old oak 
chest.” The young bride, many will remember, 
wishing to play a prank on her lord and master, 
conceals herself in the chest and becomes im- 
prisoned by a spring-lock, and her dreary fate 
is discovered fifty years later with the finding of 
her skeleton. ‘This was a story with a full 
quota of shudders. 

A gayer favorite of the old days is the story 
of “A Children’s Party’”’ given to Miss Abbie 
Fuller by General Sherman, in which the 
children enjoy a feast for the gods, with in- 
numerable delicacies. Many other titles reaching 
back to puff-sleeved days may be seen. 

In another corner of the Exhibit are ‘‘Boy- 
hood favorites of famous men,” titles which 
such men as Edison, Tarkington, Maxfield 
Parrish, Arthur Rackham and others liked to 
read as boys. As a result of a questionnaire 
sent out by the Denver Public Library to forty 
prominent men, for the most part authors and 
illustrators, Robinson Crusoe received the big- 
gest vote, followed by the Last of the Mohicans. 
The other 30 or 40 favorites represent some of 
the cream of children’s literature. 

Colorful pictures of children above the book 
cases were lent by James Rae, a young St. Paul 
painter, and by Caroline Gilbert, of Mechanic 
Arts High School, who sent a group of panels 
painted by her students, illustrating the story 
of Joseph. 

Representative student work of other high 
schools being displayed includes soap sculpture, 
pottery and batik work. 

ELEANOR HERRMANN. 





COUNTY LIBRARIES 
Hennepin County Institute 


The librarians of the Hennepin County 
branches assembled for their fall meeting at 
the County Library headquarters in the Minne- 
apolis Publie Library on November 4th. 

Miss Berry introduced Miss Countryman, 
president of the A. L. A. who spoke on the recent 
meeting in Chicago. She told of the unusual 
privilege she enjoyed of meeting the delegates 
from foreign countries, who were attending the 
imernational Federation of Library Associa- 
ions. 

She reported in detail on the Adult Educa- 
tion Conference held at the University of Chicago 
preceding the A. L. A. She said that important 
studies of reading interests are going on under 
the direction of Dr. Gray, and studies of rural 
readers showed a higher average than those in 
tities. The necessity of fitting the book to 
the level of intelligence and understanding was 
emphasized, as well as the need of books using 
a simple vocabulary. She also spoke of the 
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new state program of adult education, and 
urged the librarians to take the initiative in 
forming study groups in their communities. 

Mrs. White of Mound and Miss Cloud of 
the County Library staff followed with their 
impressions of the A. L. A. 

Miss Struke gave a review of Young Fu, 
which received the Newbery medal, and Miss 
Methven of the Library Division commented 
briefly on Some Books of Interest to Librarians. 
The list included a number of books on adult 
education, as well as some of the outstanding 
books in biography, fiction and other classes. 

Following the delicious luncheon which was 
served in the County room, the librarians 
responded to the usual informal roll call, which 
is always an interesting feature of these gather- 
ings. 

A good response had been made to the offer 
of preparing reading courses for young people 
out of school. Registration cards were dis- 
tributed in June to those graduating from high 
school. 

Reports of new borrowers, increasing cir- 
culation, work with schools, evening classes, 
service to the unemployed and growing de- 
mands from adjoining counties for service 
indicate that Hennepin County librarians are 
entering upon a winter of greater activity than 
ever. 

Lake County—The County commissioners 
included in their budget for the coming year 
$500 for the Two Harbors Public Library. 

Pennington County—The appropriation 
from the County was cut to $500, but 24 schools 
have already made contracts for 1933-1934. 

It is significant that no library books were 
ordered for any one-room school in the county 
last year, excepting those handled by the public 
library for the 23 districts having contracts. 

Stuntz Township—tThe library bus opera- 
ting from the Hibbing Public Library resumed 
its service September 18. 

Washington County—A luncheon was ar- 
ranged by Miss Glennon at the Lowell Inn on 
November 13, when the County Teachers’ 
Institute was in session. There was a splendid 
attendance of teachers, library trustees, mem- 
bers of Parent-Teacher associations and other 
County library patrons. Estelle Jamieson, of 
the State Board of Control, explained Federal 
relief measures in Minnesota, and there were 
short talks on—How I Manage My School 
Library, Why I Use the County Library, Use 
of Periodicals, What the P. T. A. can do for the 
Library, by appreciative patrons of the County 
library. 





PERSONAL 


Mildred V. Kress, who has been reference 
librarian of the Library Division since 1927, 
was married September 19th to Ralph Adams 
Sunergren, and is now living at Hanover, Mass. 

Irma H. Kuesel, Minnesota 1930, who sub- 
stituted for Miss Kress in the Spring of 1931, 
succeeds her as reference librarian. 

Agnes V. Johnson, librarian at Chisholm 
for the past ten years, who has been on leave of 
absence since last November on account of 
her health has resigned her position and returned 
to her home in Seattle in September. 








Gladys Ecklund, who has been acting librarian 
at Chisholm for the past year, has been elected 
librarian to succeed Miss Johnson. 

Mrs. Jenny Lind Blanchard resigned her 
position as librarian of Little Falls in September, 
owing to continued ill-health. Mrs. Blanchard 
became librarian in 1910, and during her 23 
years of service has built up the library ac- 
cording to the highest standards and extended 
its work, following a consistent program of 
development. 

During her administration the appropriation 
was increased from $1,000 a year to $3,000, and 
daily opening accomplished. The magazine 
reference room was opened, and a separate 
room for children in 1982. 

Mrs. Blanchard also served as president of 
the M. L. A. and for two years as president. of 
the Lake Region Library Club, of which she 
was one of the organizers. 

In honor of Mrs. Georgia Goss who resigned 
as librarian at Anoka after 19 years of service, 
a reception was given at the library October 
21, under the auspices of the library board and 
members of the federated clubs. Mrs. Goss 
received a number of gifts from different clubs, 
and members of the library board and patrons 
paid tribute to her long years of devoted, 
intelligent service. 

Mrs. H. Ingalls has resigned her position as 
librarian at Crosby. She has been associated 
with the library since its organization in May 
1914, and has aided in its growth from a few 
volumes up to the present time when it has over 
4000 v. and a large circulation. 

Elvira Kling, formerly assistant at Inter- 
national Falls, who attended Columbia School 
of Library Service last year, is an assistant in 
the children’s room of the N. Y. P. L. 

Marguerite Prew has resigned as_ librarian 
at Buffalo, and is succeeded by Eldora L. 
Rundquist. 





IN MEMORIAM 


Katharine Dame 


Katharine Dame, chief of the reference 
division of the St. Paul Public Library, died 
September 9th at Pokegama Sanitorium. 

Miss Dame was born at Lynn, Mass., a 
descendant of the Quakers of Nantucket Island. 
Her mother was a sister of Maria Mitchell, the 
noted astronomer of Vassar College. 

She attended the public schools of Lynn and 
was graduated from Boston University where 
she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and was 
also a member of the sorority Gamma Phi 
Beta. Having won a scholarship at Bryn 
Mawr, she spent a year in graduate work, 
specializing in history. 


After teaching in girls’ schools a 
Neb. and Union Springs, N. Y. She oa 
year’s training at Pratt Institute Library School 
_ She was cataloger and later assistant librarian 
in charge of the catalog at Cornell University 
from 1900 to 1910, when she went to the New 
York State Library at Albany and was instruct 
in the New York State Library School. During 
the war she served for a year in the oventan 
service of the American Red Cross in Italy 

In 1920 Miss Dame accepted the position of 
chief of the reference division in the St. Pay 
Public Library, for which her scholarshj 
technical training and breadth of experiame 
eminently fitted her. In the fields of history 
and religion she was especially widely read, and 
gave to the library the benefit of her researches 
in these fields. The unusual breadth of he 
knowledge was further enhanced by extensiye 
travel abroad. ‘ 

In addition to her library interests, she was 
an active worker in her church, a member of 
the A. A. U. W., National Council for the 
Prevention of War, Church League for Ip. 
dustrial Democracy, Modern Churchmen’s 
Union. She contributed reviews and _pro- 
fess onal articles to various periodicals. 

The passing of Katharine Dame is an jp. 
reparable loss to the Public Library, to her 
large circle of friends and to the library pro- 
fession. Her broad vision, sane judgment and 
fine scholarship, made her a most valuable 
member of the library staff; while her kindness 
and thoughtfulness, her gracious spirit and her 
cheerful outlook on life endeared her to all 
associates. 

J. Tom 


Margaret Palmer 


Margaret Palmer, who was a _ pioneer in 
library work on the Minnesota Iron Range died 
in Colby, Kansas, October 27th, after being 
crippled for over a year with a broken hip. 
Miss Palmer came to Minnesota in 1905, 
following a year at Pratt Institute Library 
School. She was librarian of the Rochester 
Public Library for two years, and after a brie 
absence from the state went to Hibbing in the 
fall of 1908 to organize the public library. She 
afterwards organized the public library at 
Chisholm and remained there as librarian until 
1920 when she resigned and moved to Edison 
Park, Ill., where she was for a time in charge 
of the branch library. Miss Palmer was the 
leading spirit of the Range librarians during her 
stay there, and contributed several articles to 
Lrprary Nores ano News on work with 
foreigners. She was president of the Minnesota 
Library Association in 1912. Librarians who 
knew her will recall with gratitude her sincerity 
and integrity of character, her indomitable 
courage, her real sense of humor and broad 
human sympathies. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 











——— 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
School Libraries Section 


Minnesota school librarians were fortunate 
this year in being so close to Chicago where the 
great International Conference of Librarians 
was held. We were also fortunate in the selec- 
tio of Miss Gratia Countryman, librarian in 
Minneapolis as president. Cooperation with 
the schools in training library-minded citizens 
has long been one of Miss Countryman’s chief 
enthusiasms and she has steadily contributed 
to the development of this phase of library 
work. 

Minnesota school librarians present were: 
Mabel Jackman, Coleraine; Margaret Briggs, 
Hibbing; Margaret R. Greer, M. Janet Lock- 
hart, and Merry Greenwald, Minneapolis; Mrs. 
Jessie H. Parsons, Elk River; Margaret Fulton, 
Mary Kraus and Emma Wiecking, Mankato; 
Sarah Hougham, Moorhead; Mrs. Star White, 
Mound; Florence Dodd, St. Cloud; Frances 
Daley, Celestine King and Harriet A. Wood, 
St. Paul. 

At the Art Reference Round Table Mary 
Powell’s talk on Exhibits was packed full of 
suggestions for school librarians. She declared 
Exhibits one of the most important elements in 
education . A drawing feature is change, the 
element of surprise. The imagination is stirred. 
There are intellectual as well as emotional 
experiences. Begin with exhibits relating to 
the locality, the primitive, the easily understood, 
such as rugs, furniture, architecture, dishes. 
Follow with painting, sculpture, graphic arts. 
Encourage one man exhibits to help create 
interest in various media of art. Exhibits are 
suggested by Proctor and Gamble, American 
Institute of Graphie Arts and the House and 
Garden cover design contests. Exhibits of 
art are related to life at every point. There is 
always the possibility of discovering talent. 

Della McGregor, St. Paul, chairman ‘of the 
Children’s Section presided over the joint 


session with the School Libraries Section on 
Thursday morning, October 19. Myra W. 


Buell, St. Paul, chairman of the County Li- 
braries Section, arranged one entire sess‘on on 
rural school work in which papers were pre- 
sented by Edith A. Lathrop of Washington 
and Mabel R. Gillis of California. For these 
and other papers given at this remarkably 
satisfactory conference we must refer you to 
library publications. 
Margaret R. Greer, Central Librarian, Board 
of Education, Minneapolis presented the ‘Place 
of the Library in the Junior High School Cur- 
reulum” which she considered the important 
level in which to emphasize library instruction. 
The librarian should stand ready to learn from 
the teacher and to see that library information 
meets the curriculum needs. The giving of 
instruction should be the function of the teacher. 
The librarians of Elementary, Junior High 
and Senior High Schools met Saturday, October 
21 to discuss the topic: ‘Reading and Reading 
Problems.” The titles of the papers w Il make 
you all want to read them at the earliest moment. 


“Correlation between the Library and the Social 
Science Classes in the Elementary School” 
by Helen Butler, Denver; ‘““What Books do to 
Boys and Girls during Early Adolescence” by 
Mildred L. Batchelder, Evanston; ‘What 
Junior High School Boys and Girls Read for 
Recreation and Why” by Florence D. Cleary, 
Detroit; “The High School Librarian in the 
Role of Readers’ Adviser’? by Margaret Cleave- 
land, Cleveland. 

Miss Cleaveland stressed visiting classes to 
get pupils’ opinions on the books suggested. 
She is in a large city school where there are 
high I. Q. Engtish classes and poorer classes. 
She makes a point of guiding to the suitable 
book through extra-curricular contacts and 
browsing periods connected with the curricu- 
lum; general displays on the corridor and study 
hall bulletin boards and inside the library. 
Book jackets are assembled by subjects and 
lent to classrooms. The personal regimen list 
is popular. Lists read by different pupils are 
posted. One boy said when he looked at a 
list “Who is Stanley Ross? What a list! I 
wouldn’t even consider such books!’ You 
never can tell how interest will change. A boy 
who had been reading drama, essay, biography 
and science has recently taken to poetry. The 
librarian was asked for suggestions for a boy 
who had a dollar a week to spend on books. 
The secret of success as a Readers’ adviser is 
“(1) To work closely with the teachers. (2) 
To know the individual interests of pupils. 
(3) To make the pupil realize that the librarian 
is never too busy to help him find anything.” 





MINNESOTA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
DIVISION MEETINGS 


I. Central—St. Cloud 


An exhibit of library lesson plans, teaching 
devices, library booklets, and posters was held 
in the College Library and an exhibit of new 
books on the State List in the Junior High School 
Building. 

Sixty attended the library luncheon. Mr. 
John Talbot, Director of Education at St. 
Cloud Teachers’ College, spoke to us on library 
work and appreciation of it. Clara Ledahl, of 
St. Clond High School, was elected secretary 
of the C. M. E. A. Library Section. The ap- 
pointment of a chairman was left to the M. E. A. 
Library president. Various books, pamphlets, 
posters and lesson plans from Milaca, Mora and 
elsewhere were passed around at the luncheon 
to- be discussed. Several of the librarians 
present discussed their problems and _ possible 
solutions, and often a librarian who had solved 
a similar problem could tell us about her ex- 
perience. A small sample catalog for teaching 
purposes was recommended. Most of the 
librarians teach the library lessons for the 
English teachers if the latter cannot do so. 
Clara Ledahl talked on library lessons and 
periodical bulletins. A report by_ Florence 
Dodd on teaching the library at Riverview 
School at the St. Cloud Teachers’ College was 
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read by the chairman. The items sent out by 
the state supervisor were read. Edith Grannis, 
librarian at the Teachers College, explained 
library devices used by her. The cooperation of 
Miss Grannis, Miss Martin, Miss Bell and Miss 
Ledahl was a big factor in making the luncheon 


successful. 
VIOLA SCHALEBEN, 


Chairman. 
II. Northeast—Duluth 


The Library Section of the N. E. M. E. A. 
met in the Duluth Central High School Library 
at 2:30, Friday, October 20, with thirty-three 
librarians present. Helen Perry, librarian of 
the school presided. After three musical 
selections by the Central Girls’ String Quartette, 
the following officers were elected: Mae Arland- 
er, Virginia, Chairman; Elsie Corliss, Eveleth, 
Secretary. 

An interesting talk on ‘‘Recent Books Suitable 
for Junior and Senior High School” was given 
by Alice Brown, head of the children’s depart- 
ment of Duluth Public Library. Linda Johnson, 
instructor of dramaties gave a reading of the 
play “Autumn Crocuses.” 

MARGARET RITCHIE, 
Secretary. 
III. Northern—Bemidji 

A demonstration of book mending was given 
at the rural meeting where many teachers 
were reached and shown how to save money by 
preserving the library books. 

The attractive well equipped children’s room 
at the Teachers College offered an opportunity 
for observation and the librarians gladly res- 
ponded to inquiries about school libraries. 

MARGARET NICHOLSEN. 


IV. Southeast—Winona 


The Library Division of the S. E. M. E. A. 
met Friday afternoon, October 20. An in- 
formal luncheon was held at Hotel Winona. 
Following the luncheon the group visited various 
libraries until the meeting at three o’clock in 
the Winona State Teachers College Library. 

Helen Shove, principal of Minnehaha School, 
Minneapolis, reviewed the 1933 Yearbook of 
the Department of Elementary School Princi- 
pals, which deals with the Elementary School 
Library, and of which she is editor. A paper on 
library instruction prepared by Edith Quinn, 
librarian of the University High School, Minne- 
apolis, was read. A discussion followed. The 
officers re-elected for the next two years were: 
Mrs. Amanda Anderson, Red Wing, Chairman; 
Minnie Zimmerman, Winona, Vice-chairman; 
Florence Butler, Winona, Secretary. 

It was decided by the group that since the 
8S. E. M. E. A. met only every two years, it 
would be advisable to hold library meetings 
more often. Plans are under way for an in- 
formal meeting in the spring. 

FLORENCE BUTLER, 
Secretary. 
V. Southwest—Mankato 


The Library Section of the S. W. M. E. A. 
met in the Teachers College library on Friday, 
October 21, following a luncheon in the cafe- 


teria. Erna Holzinger, school librarian New 
Uln, presided. 

Mildred L. Methven, librarian of the State 
Traveling Library, discussed the course of 
library instruction as outlined in the new 
English curriculum, the importance of the 
library in all phases of school work with par- 
ticular reference to the new English reading 
lists and the possibilities of traveling library 
service to schools with inadequate collections 

“Correlating Book Week with Student In- 
terests’”’ was the title of a paper by Ida Nordby. 
school librarian, Hanley Falls. Agnes Tang- 
jerd, school librarian, Mountain Lake, was 
elected chairman. 

MARY MONICA HANLON, 
Secretary. 

VI. Western—Moorhead 


Thirty-five school librarians attended the 
meeting of the W. M. E. A. at Moorhead. At 
an informal luncheon-conference on Friday, 
October 13, the librarians introduced them- 
selves and told briefly of the progress of work 
in their libraries. Harriet A. Wood, State 
Supervisor of School Libraries, talked to the 
group on “The library course in the new junior 
and senior high school English curriculum,” 
and the 1933 supplements to the Minnesota 
school library lists. 

The visiting librarians were given an oppor- 
tunity to visit the new college and training 
school libraries and to examine new books. 


SARAH HOUGHAM 


Vil. and VIII. 


The Library Group of the Twin Cities Division 
of the M. E. A. met for luncheon at the St. 
Francis Hotel, St. Paul, on Friday, October 
27th. 

Mrs. Marian L. Kelley, presided. Miss 
Baldwin of the State Department, told us of 
the attractive figures of famous characters in 
children’s books that are being made by Chris- 
tine Schnell of Lake City. This girl is an 
invalid and makes these for sale. Several of 
them were on the table for us to see. Evelyn 
Osborn, Franklin Junior High, Minneapolis, 
gave an interesting talk on her European trip. 
In this talk she mentioned the inaccessibility of 


St. Paul and Minneapolis 


European libraries. Her experiences were 
most entertaining and she included many 


personal incidents in-her talk. M. Janet Lock- 
hart, West High School, Minneapolis, spoke on 
“What the A. L. A. does for School Libraries” 
and included a few items from the Chicago 
conference. The main part of this talk was 
tracing the development of the School Library 
Yearbook which shows what the organization 
has done for us. Miss Wood told of the new 
course of study, gave mimeographed sheets to 
those from out of town, and spoke of the step 
forward in that the library lessons are now 4 
definite part of the English course. 

Miss Baker afd her committee had charge 
of the luncheon, and Mrs. Kelley of the program. 
They both deserve a vote of thanks, for the 
entire luncheon and meeting was a _ SUCCESS. 
We were very glad to have several librarians 
from out of the district with us. 

M. JANET LOCKHART, 
Secretary. 
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POINTS FOR THE LIBRARY 
ROUND TABLE 


The Following Statement was sent to all 
M. E. A. Division Meetings 


1. State Library Aid 


Do you know how to be sure to get your aid? 
See State Library Aid direction sheet. Write 
for this sheet if you haven’t one. 

Do you know that because of the 3314 per 
cent cut in the library aid appropriation the 
prorating will be heavy this year? Do not 
jet this fact discourage you for never were 
books more welcome on the farm and in the 
town. (See 2. Library Contract) 


2. School Library Contract with a Public 
Library 

Any school district may make a contract 
with any public library for service. This 
means the one-room rural school as well as the 
large city school. This plan is worth looking 
into. It means more books. Do see that no 
fourth grade or any grade is confined to a 
meagre shelf full of library books. In one 
county in Northern Minnesota 24 rural schools 
have contracts. Write to the Library Division 
for help in solving this problem. 


3. Book Selection 


Build up a library for pupils to fill definite 
needs. Borrow pedagogical and other books 
for teachers from the State Library Division. 

Examine book before purchase. (Borrow it 
from State Library Division. School pays 
return postage only.) Visit State Library 
Division where you may examine many books. 
Have the judgment of a person who has tested 
the book with the school level if possible. Give 
pupils an opportunity to cooperate in book 
selection. Look over books mentioned in the 
curriculum before buying, if not familiar with 
them. Buy several times a year. 

Investigate all subscription books before 
buying. SusBscripTioN Books BULLETIN comes 
four times a year for one dollar. Back numbers 
are valuable. The bulletin saves many dollars. 
A superintendent writes: ‘Enclosed find 
SunscripTion Books BuLLetiNs which you mail- 
ed us on October 27th. The information was 
just what we wanted and it doubtless saved us 
from poorly investing $100.” 

Subscribe for magazines for the year around. 
The Readers’ Guide refers to summer issues. 
For List see Lrisrary Nores anp News, Sep- 
tember, 1933. The Wicwam, 510 Fourth 
Street, S. E. Minneapolis, $1, is about Indians. 
The Seyerass is published by the American 
Child Health Assn., 450 Seventh Ave., N. Y. 


4. Mending and Preparing Books and 
Periodicals for the Shelves 


Do only minor mending. Buy books likely 
to have hard wear and tear in reinforced binding. 
Rebind books worth rebinding before pages 
disappear. Valspar is better than shellac for 
protecting the covers. 

Remove printed covers of pamphlet or 
periodical, sew into stiff paper or red rope 
manilla and paste on the printed cover. Another 
plan is to use transparent covers for current 


issues. Preserve periodicals for reference es- 
pecially those indexed in Readers’ Guide. 


5. The School Curriculum 


School librarians should have access to the 
entire curriculum. In schools where the library 
is near the office of superintendent or principal, 
it may be possible for the librarian to refer to 
the office copy. It is convenient and safe to 
keep the various courses tied together by 
series. Thus the curriculum would be in four 
volumes. 1. Elementary; 2. Junior High 
Series A; 3. Senior High Series B; 4. Junior and 
Senior Series C 


6. Library Instruction 


Lessons on books and libraries are now an 
integral part of the English Course for grades 
1-12. 

A-1. Read General Procedure p. 22-24, p. 
25-26 also p. 69-72, 110-111, 151-153. 

B-1. Read General Procedure p. 15-18 also 
p. 45-48, 79-82, 102-104. 

The Library Instruction curriculum includes 
some books and periodicals for book evaluation 
that the small school may not be able to own. 
Visits by class or individuals to a public library 
having such aids will be a substitute for pur- 
chase. 

Do not try to carry on the complete Library 
Instruction course the first year. Teach what 
seems most needed by your pupils and what 
your facilities will permit. In the Ninth year 
the course may take longer because of pupils 
from rural schools. 


7. Pupil Assistants 


See—English Syllabus for Senior High School 
Period, p. 15-18. 


8. Use of Library Room. 


Program library opportunities so that no 
pupil is omitted. The plan should include a 
reasonable number of periods for browsing as 
well as instruction during the school year. Do 
not be too ambitious. Arrange a simple program 
and let it develop gradually. 


9. Aids for the School Library. 


a. Minnesota. Department of Education. 
School library lists. Supplement, 1933, 2 parts. 

The supplement is divided by school levels 
and grading is omitted. This is due to emphasis 
upon the reading progress of the individual 
child rather than upon books for specific grades 
and to the desirability of changing to a double 
column format. 

Don’t forget that the books deposited by 
publishers in our office may be borrowed for 
examination. Preserve the School library lists 
carefully. Check all books that you have and 
use the lists constantly. Make use of the Library 
of Congress catalog cards especially for col- 
lective biography, essays, and short stories. 
Borrow pictures and traveling libraries. 

b. National Council of English Teachers. 
211 West 58th Street, Chicago. 

Leisure reading; a list for grades 7, 8 and 9. 

Books for home reading for high schools (9-12) 
20 cents each. 

These lists are intended for pupils use. Many 
of the books are on the State list. There is no 
home reading list in the new curriculum. 
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ce. National Education Association. De- 
artment of elementary school principals. 
welfth yearbook; the elementary school li- 
braries. Washington, D. C., $2. 

An invaluable aid. The chairman of the 
Editorial Committee was Helen Shove, Prin- 
cipal, Minnehaha School, Minneapolis. 


d. American Library Association. Sub- 
scription books bulletin. Quarterly $1. 
The importance of familiarity with this 


library tool to every family as well as to every 
superintendent and librarian has caused its 
inclusion in the English course. It acquaints 
all pupils with the merits of books offered by 


agents. 
HARRIET A. WOOD. 





NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
Cooperation with Public Library 


Austin—The Carnegie Library has made a 
contract with the school board for service to 
the elementary schools, the grade supervisor 
and teachers acting as school librarians under 
the direction of the publie library. The School 
Board will spend $250 for books in addition 
to the state library aid and these books will be 
turned over to the publie library. The books 
already belonging to the schools form the nucleus 
of the school collection. Lily M. Johnson, grade 
supervisor, is representing the schools in ar- 
ranging for selection of books and the library 
instruction in the grades. Mrs. Tanye B. 
Hines is placing the full resources of the public 
library at the disposal of the school. 


Parent Teacher Association 


Albert Lea—A set of health books from the 
Minnesota Congress of Parents and Teachers 
was added to the Ramsey school library because 
the president, Mrs. William Mahlum, wrote a 
fine report of the summer health round-up. 


added 


Delano—Thirty-eight books were 
through the activity of the P. T. A. 


Reinke, school li- 
Holmes school during 


Esther 
the 


Detroit Lakes- 
brarian, spoke at 


Book Week. 


Foley—The project for the coming year is to 
purchase books for the junior high school 
library. Publicity will be given to the proper 


methods of turning the high school library 
into a community library as a goal for next year. 


Lake Park—Mrs. W. H. McCart of Detroit 
Lakes Public Library spoke on Books, Novem- 
ber 2, at 8 P. M. A play “Bookcase” was 
given by the fifth and sixth grades. 


Milan—A drive for library books was con- 
ducted by a house to house canvas made by 
high school students under the direction of 
Beatrice Larson, school librarian. The library 
is open Wednesday evenings from seven to nine. 

Mora—‘Growing Up With Books” was the 
theme Wednesday evening, November 8. The 
pupils gave a play “Treasure,” reports on 


“My favorite book,” a debate “Resolved that 
Daddy 


Long Legs is more interesting than 
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Little Women” and a talk “New Books jn 
Our Library” and musical selections. 


Two Harbors—An unusually fine talk on 
the Value of Book Week was given at the P. T 
A. meeting, October 19, by Mrs. Stella Warner. 
Lake county elementary school supervisor. 
She stressed ignorance on important issues 
vital to the country. Only by reading in school 
and in after years can this be remedied. 





Virginia—At the convention of the Minne. 
sota Congress of Parents and Teachers one of 
the resolutions urged “Adequate appropraitions 
to insure essential library service.” — This 
service was graphically represented on the 
unique clock by which the Home Service 
Department made its report. The local |j- 
brarians made the guests welcome in the very 
excellent public and school libraries. . 


Expansion of Library Plant 


Appleton—The books have been moved to 
the assembly room. Tables are arranged to 
have excellent light and gradually the aspeet 
and atmosphere of a library is developing in 
the enlarged space. 


Balaton—A new commodious magazine rack 
is convenient to the window. The enlarged 
space makes it possible both to have new maga- 
zines and to keep for reference back numbers of 
the more familiar magazines. 


Special shelves have been built to hold the 
large, heavy books such as Webster’s Dictionary 
and the Atlas of the World. 


Emmons—We have a corner in our primary 
room made into a library, where those on the 
honor roll and others whose daily lessons are 
well prepared may spend their extra time read- 
ing, playing with clay, and working in sample 
workbooks. 


Montevideo—Better working conditions for 
school and public have resulted from a re 
arrangement of shelves and various cabinets, 
as well as the interfiling of the fiction and non- 
fiction in the ecard catalog. 


Proctor—The new location of the library 
in the former assembly room is one of the most 
outstanding features of the high schoo! building. 


Thief River Falls—The high school library 
has been moved to a large, sunny room col 
venient to the assembly hall. The space 3 
double that of the former quarters. New 
tables and chairs have been purchased, and new 
shelving is to be provided. The outlook for an 
in convenience and service makes the 
enthusiastic. 


inereas¢ 


librarian 
Use 


Brainerd—All the students of the Washing 
ton Junior high having the ability to make 
the honor roll for the first six weeks have been 
given permanent library This _ pass 
gives them the privilege of going into the library 
any period they wish for the following six weeks. 


of the Library 


passes. 


Breckenridge—Only seven cents has hee 
collected in library fines up to October I 
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This proves the habit of getting a book returned 
on time is a saving. The librarian would much 
rather have a book returned promptly than to 


collect a fine. 


Frazee—From 3:45 to 5:00 each day the 
librarian will devote herself to serving the 
community. Pupils are admitted the rest of 


the day. 


Hibbing—Instructors of scientific curricula 
in the Hibbing schools were the guests of the 
school library at a tea and exhibit held October 
20 This is one of a series of book displays, to be 
presented throughout the year to teachers of 
the various departments. 


Kerkhoven—Increased leisure has increased 
library use so that the local Girl Scouts, the 
school librarian and the superintendent are 
serving the public Mondays from four to six. 


Nashwauk—tThe school library is now open 
on Sunday afternoons from two to four to the 
public and to junior and senior high school 
pupils. No books are issued. 


Northfield—Because of crowded conditions 
a permit system has been installed for each 
period. 


Proctor—The college and university students 
and other adults are using the library so vigor- 
ously that it is now open both Monday and 
Wednesday evening. 


St. Paul—Central High School. A display 
of English books new and old was held for 
the English faculty. 
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St. Paul—Washington High School. Each 
student on entering the library is given two 
slips, one for the usual checkup in the study 
hall and the other for the use of the library 
on which he will be asked to state the explicit 
subject for reference work and the name of the 
classroom teacher. 

At the end of the day the slips will be left 
in teachers’ office lockers for the benefit of 
classroom teacher, and so that deserving students 
may receive due credit for their added effort. 


Pupil Assistants 


Brainerd—The Library Club has taken over 
the responsibility of collecting materials for 
the bulletin board and arranging them in an 
interesting manner. 


St. Paul—Derham Hall—A library board in 
which honor students automatically become 
members has full charge at specified times. 


St. Peter—The Library Club announces 
more than twenty members, both boys and 
girls of a scholastic average of 85 and similar 
ideas for social and intellectual contact. Book 
reviews and helping to make the library function 
are activities. 





BOOKS 


Christopher Morley of the “Haunted Book 
Shop” fame says: ‘‘Malnutrition of the reading 
faculty is a serious thing. Books are the answer 
to all our perplexities; they are man’s supreme 
triumph, for they gather up and transmit all 
triumphs. They are also the only consolers. 
A library is moreover a warehouse of explosives. 
The shelves are ranked with the most furious 
combustibles in the world—the brains of men.” 





